











MATERIALS

Stone

Field stone was freely available but
still had to be hauled to the site
and roughly dressed and squared,
certainly on better-constructed
cottages. Dressing made the
construction far easier and enabled
window and door jambs to be
finished squarely.

On other cottages field stone,
boulders and rubble was used and
dressed stone used only around the
openings.

All showed the skill of the mason in
assembling the building,

The stone walls were held together
with a clay/lime mortar mix or even
a soil/lime mix, small pieces of stone
being pushed into the wider joints.

Lime

Lime was one of the most important
materials, used as a basis for mortar
for the walls, plaster for the interior,
render for the outside, torching
for the roof and as whitewash for
weatherproofing.

Slate

Whereas the very early rude
cottages may have been roofed in
straw or bracken the later cottages
were built with slate as a roofing
material.

Depending on the locality and the
quality of slate available there was
considerable variation in roofing
techniques. These range from small
random slate roofs to roofs covered
with large, regular, fine slates.

Some roofs show the slates bedded
in mortar in lieu of torching the
underside of the roof.

Older roofs show slates hooked
over the battens using timber pegs.

When eventually the roof slates
started slipping it became common
practice repair the roof by applying
grout to the whole surface to
hold the slates in place for a few
years longer. The grouting was re-
applied over the years until the roof
structure could no longer support
the extra weight and the roof was
replaced.

Torching the underside of the roof
was necessary to hold the slates in
place, to stop them chattering and to
make the cottage relatively draught
proof — especially welcomed by
anyone sleeping in the croglofft.

Timber

Sawn timber is generally used in the
majority of Lleyn cottages, with only
a few examples remaining of roughly
hewn timber logs and branches used
as structural timbers.

Timber was used structurally for
lintels, joists, trusses, purlins and
rafters.

The roof trusses are simple ‘A frames
in the main, these being simple to
make and adequate for the spans
and weight involved. Most cottages
make do

with only two trusses, positioned
roughly a third of the way from the
gable ends.



Lime wash

External walls made of rubble or
field stone and roughly bedded
and jointed in a lime/dirt mix
were not very good at preventing
water penetration so it became
fairly standard practice to use
whitewash as protection to the
walls. Whitewash is only a mix of
lime putty and water with perhaps
tallow or linseed oil added for better
weathering properties. This had to
be applied every year, usually to only
the front of the cottage. The build
up of lime over the years creates
the lovely rounded, undulating
effect characteristic of cottages. The
accumulation of lime could easily
end up being over 25 mm. thick.

CARING FOR THE LLEYN
COTTAGE HERITAGE

This section sets out to explain
how best to preserve the sensitive
character and historic value of these
cottages while still adapting them to
modern living requirements or even
new uses.

The survival of all buildings is
best achieved through continued
use. Conversely, the neglect and
abandonment of a building is the
quickest way to destroy it.

Under the current planning
legislation cottages, once abandoned
and in a state of dereliction, cannot
be brought back into use.

The Lleyn peninsula has ahways been
a poor rural area, sparsely populated
and very reliant on quarrying and

agriculture, It is an area of small,
scattered hamlets with outlying
smallholdings and isclated cottages.

Its remoteness and  poor
communication links has,
paradoxically, made it a favourite
area for tourism and second homes,
exerting a lot of pressure on this
already fragile environment.

PRINCIPLES OF GOOD
PRACTICE

General

L ]

Lleyn has a number of Conservation
Areas, 5551 and a large Area of
Outstanding Matural Beauty.

A large number of cottages on the
Lleyn peninsula are Listed Buildings,
any alteration external or internal
may require Listed Building Consent.

It is a criminal offence to carry out
any work on a listed building without
applying for Listed Building Consent.

A proposed change of use will
require planning permission and
probably Building Centrol consent.

Before undertaking any alterations
ensure that the original is carefully
recorded.

Itis always recommended thatexpert
advise be sought for all projects,
either from the Local Authority or
from a qualified professional familiar
with listed buildings and the planning
|zvvs.





















Planning Policies and national planning guidance

Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and paragraph
3.1.2 of Planning Policy Wales emphasise that applications should be determined
in accordance with the Development Plan, unless other material planning
considerations state otherwise. You should read the policies of the Gwynedd
Unitary Development Plan and Supplementary Planning Guidance (available on
the website) and national planning guidance, prior to submitting an application.

Furthermore, if you intend to submit an application we advise prospective
applicants to use the pre-application advice service provided by the Planning
Service. You need to comply with the requirements of the Guidance Note: Pre-
application advice service (on this website) prior to arranging an appointment to
meet a Planning Officer.



Examples of traditional rural
dwellings in Gwynedd
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