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Arfon-Dwyfor Local Access Forum 
Cwrt, Aberdaron 
15 September 2014 

 
Present: 
Members: Gwynedd Watkin (GW) (Chair), Malcolm Winstanley (MW), Andy Goodber (AG), Denise Meldrum 
(DM1), Vincent Mears (VM), David Metcalfe (DM2), John Williams (JW), Peter Rutherford (PR) 
Officers: David Coleman (DC), Wyn Williams (WW) 
Observers: Molly Lovatt (ML) 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were received by Vin West, John Jones, 

Bob Lowe, William Hughes and Morgan Jones-Parry. 
The Chair thanked AG for welcoming the Forum to the Henfaes Centre and congratulated the 
National Trust on the success. An opportunity was given prior to the meeting for the members to 
visit the Centre. Disappointment was expressed by the Chair on the lack of use of the Welsh 
language within the building. The members were surprised that an entrance fee is charged to enter 
the building. In response, AG noted that the entry is free for members of the National Trust and that 
the intention is to attract more members. It was noted that nothing had been included within the 
application suggesting that an entrance fee would be charged. However, AG confirmed that nothing 
had been noted neither to suggest that a fee would not be charged.  

  
2. Declaration of Personal Interest  
 None.  
  
3. Urgent Items/Chairman’s Announcements  
 None.  
  
4. Minutes of the Meeting held at Port Dinorwig Hotel, Felinheli on 3 June 2014  
 WW confirmed that the application for shooting rights near the Dwyfor river had now been 

withdrawn.  
In terms of Countryside Access, ML reported that final maps had been published on 24 September. 
It was noted that information had been collated and submitted to the Woodland Survey. A request 
was made for the members to inform ML of any errors on the maps.  
DC reported that a request had been received by Bethesda Quarry seeking permission to continue to 
keep the path closed for a further five years. A decision was made for a letter to be sent on 
behalf of the Forum expressing concern in terms of the paths as well as to question 
whether an annual contract could be put in place rather than a three year contract. It 
was also agreed for DC to arrange a site visit with the Quarry Officers in order to 
inspect the paths. 
The minutes were accepted.  

  
5. Correspondence 
 a) Letter dated 3.7.14 on behalf of John Griffiths, Minister for Culture and Sport, regarding future 

funding and Management of the All-Wales Coastal Path. 
Concern was expressed that Local Authorities are expected to maintain the paths despite the budget 
cuts.  
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b) Letter dated 9.7.14 from the National Grid giving feedback on their preferred option for the 
North Wales Connection Project. 
DC to make enquiries in terms of any developments to the Project.  
c) Completed Consultation form on CAP Reform Cross Compliance proposals sent to Welsh 
Government 18.7.14. 
Copy for information.  
d) Letter dated 13.8.14 sent to NRW regarding WG consultation on design proposals for Active 
Travel. 
Copy for information.  
e) E-mail dated 29.8.14 from Gwynedd Watkin to Jean Rosenfeld, Chairman of the LAF Chairs in 
Wales, together with the latter’s Draft submission to the Welsh Government by the ‘Meeting of 
Chairs of Access Forums’. 
A document was distributed to the members. It was noted that the biggest concern is the way the 
maps have been designed and that the most important aspect is the difference between walkers and 
cyclists.  
f) Anglesey & Gwynedd Local Development Plan Newsletter, August 2014, received 1.9.14. 
VM reported that meeting had not been held during 2014.  

  
6. Cuts in Countryside Unit staffing & budget – Report by Wyn Williams 
 It was reported that the Planning and Environmental Service will be facing cuts of £450,000, and as a 

result the Countryside and Access Unit will be facing cuts of £90.000-£95,000.  
The members were informed that DC will be retiring in April 2015 and that the post will not be 
filled. It was also reported that Mark Balaam will be finishing in his work as the Council’s 
Countryside Warden at the end of October, and that this post will not be filled either. This means 
that only one countryside warden will be serving Gwynedd outside of the National Park. 
It was noted that the Unit faces cuts of £20,000 (£10,000 in 2015/16 and £10,000 in 2016/17) 
within the rights of way maintenance budget.  
It was reported that the continuity of the Unit’s work will be a significant challenge as a result to the 
above cuts. It was also noted that aspects of the Unit’s work will have to be prioritised, which will 
be an extremely difficult decision to make. It was noted that work is in progress to develop a more 
effective working system by using technology that would facilitate the process in this field of work.  
Concern was also raised in terms of the posts that are funded dependant on grant funding.  
Members were informed that the situation within similar Units within other Local Authorities is just 
as daunting as the situation in Gwynedd.  
PR noted that the Green Paper Act is likely to further complicate matters.  
A decision was made for a letter to be sent on behalf of the Forum to the Council’s 
Chief Executive and Leader expressing concern regarding the situation, as well as 
emphasising the importance of the link between this line of work and the tourism 
work, which is essential for the future of the local economy.  
In response to a question from VM on the budget for the Coastal Paths, WW noted that there is a 
budget available at present and that it’s likely to remain. It was confirmed that the Coastal Path and 
the wider network is an important priority to the area.  
It was agreed that it will be a significant challenge for Gwynedd Council to continue to maintain the 
Coastal Path without the continuity of financial support from Welsh Government.  
WW confirmed that statistics had been published on the value of the tourism sector to Gwynedd’s 
economy – WW to circulate the statistics.  
A decision was made for representation from the Forum (GW, PR, AG and DM2) to 
make a request for a meeting with the Council’s Chief Executive, Leader and the 
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Portfolio Leader. It was confirmed that the meeting would be recorded.  
  
7. Proposed Recreation & Access Policy Document, Natural Resources Wales. 
 A comment was made by MD that horse riding is not included within the document – it was 

agreed that the document should be amended to include matters relating to horse 
riding. 
The Chair emphasised the importance of the LAF’s contribution to the document.  
It was agreed that there is enough emphasis within the document on people’s welfare savings.  
The members agreed to the above comments.   

  
8. Dog Walking Advice – Draft Consultation 
 An English version of the document was distributed to the members. 

The Chair explained that the purpose of the consultation is to try and improve the advice that is 
being given to dog walkers in the countryside.  
It was noted that the Forum needs to respond to the Consultation by 1 October, 2014. 
It was agreed that too much detail is included within the document and that the content should be 
noted in bullet points format in order to make it easier to read and understand. It was also agreed 
that the document includes everything that is relevant for all dog owners rather then being specific 
towards dog walking in the countryside. A decision was made to bring the author’s 
attention to a leaflet that has been produced by the Anglesey Conservation Land 
Action Group which provides clear and brief advice and indicates what dog owners 
should avoid in the countryside.  

  
9. Briefing Note for Local Access Forums (Glastir) – Updated advice March 2014. 
 DC reported that the consultation results for re-scheduling the scheme had been published. 

Reference was made to Section 4.1 of the report, which is relevant to the work of the LAF. 
It was suggested that Officers should be informing the Forum of any urgent matters to be discussed. 
The members agreed that the LAF’s input is vitally important to any schemes that are being 
developed through Glastir – all agreed for DC to convey the message back to Glastir by 
emphasising the importance of the role of the Forum.  
Reference was made to the final page – a decision was made for the first and last paragraph 
to be deleted.  

  
10. Rights of Way Improvement Plan Grant – Update report by Secretary. 
 It was reported that the work in the Arfon-Dwyfor area has not been completed. A further 

update to be provided at the next meeting.  
  
11. Open Access 
 Discussed under Item 4.  
  
12. Coastal Path 
 An update was provided by WW in the absence of Rhys Roberts.   

It was confirmed that the work at Mynydd Cilan had by now been completed and that the matter 
regarding the Creation Order in Felinheli had been put forward to the Planning Committee on 22 
September in order to be approved for a decision by the Planning Inspectorate.  
The Chair praised the work on the Llyn Coastal Path. A request was made for the members to 
report back on any concerns or problems regarding the path and emphasis was given on the 
importance of providing feedback on the paths. ML added that it is also possible to submit comments 
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on the paths on the Wales Coastal Path website. It was also noted that enquiries had been received in 
terms of establishing a ‘Friends of the Coastal Path’ Group – it was agreed that further 
research is required before a group of its sort can be established.  
JW reported that placing GPS figures on the paths had been extremely useful. WW reported that 
plans are underway to place grid references on some of the other paths.  
In response to a question from MW in terms of the Penrhyn Estate in Bangor, WW reported that no 
recent discussions had been held.  

  
13. Next Meeting 
 Monday, 24 Nocember 2014 

Bethesda area – exact location to be confirmed.  
  
14. Any Other Business 
 Members were informed that the Sailing Academy’s consultation sessions are held on 18 September. 

Concern was raised amongst the members that the sessions are held after the closing date for the 
consultation. A decision was made for DC to express the Forum’s concern with the 
Academy. 
DM2 questioned the timescale for renewing the membership of the LAF. DC explained that the 
period will come to an end in January and that WW would take over the role of Secretariat in April 
(following DC’s retirement) and will take care of the procedure of re-appointing members for the 
Forum.   

 
 


