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ORDINARY WATERCOURSE CONSENT
WHEN WILL | NEED CONSENT? =
BACKGROUND

Gwynedd Council are responsible for authorising consent to individuals, companies, group of
individuals and public bodies, who wish to carry out changes to an ordinary watercourse that may
affect flow or flood risk. This consent is called an Ordinary Watercourse Consent, and are issued
under Section 23 and 25 of the Land Drainage Act 1991.

What is an Ordinary Watercourse?

An ordinary watercourse includes all rivers and streams and all ditches, drains, cuts, culverts, dikes,
sluices, sewers and passages, through which water flows (other than public sewers and
watercourses defined as Main Rivers under the Water Resources Act, 1991).

ORDINARY WATERCOURSE CONSENT

Activities on ordinary watercourses that require consent are those likely to cause an obstruction to
flow or restrict storage and include culverting, bridges, weirs, diversions etc. Sketches of activities
which may require consent from the Council can be seen below. Please note that this list is not
exhaustive.

An authorised consent from us for any such changes to the watercourse is important, as any
changes have the potential to increase flood risk to people and property, either those upstream or
downstream and often unconnected to the works in question.

Consent under the above legislation is required for both permanent and temporary works. Even if
you have planning permission or other development consents you will still require consent from us
for work to ordinary watercourses.

You are encouraged to contact us in advance of applying for consent so that we can discuss your
requirements, provide advice and ensure that your application is completed correctly. Before
completing your application please review the application guidance notes about ordinary
watercourse land drainage consents.

LAND DRAINAGE BYLAWS 2019

In 2019 Gwynedd Council, under Section 66 of the Land Drainage Act 1991, adopted a set of model
Land Drainage Bylaws, which were drafted on behalf of Welsh Government to help Lead Local Flood
Authorithies in Wales manage more effectively and consistently activities along ordinary
watercourse. The new bylaws consist of 16 individual bylaws designed to support and work
alongside the current regulation framework provided under the Land Drainage Act 1991 and the
Flood and Water Management Act 2010.

Common activities which may require bylaw consent from the Council are shown below, although
this list is not exhaustive.

These bylaws are in place to prevent third parties undertaking unconsented activities which may
increase the risk of flooding. They will however not stop anyone who has already a right or a duty
under any other legislation such as an Act or Regulation or permit to act accordingly.

More information regarding the application process including a copy of our Land Drainage Bylaw policy
document is available on the Gwynedd Council website at www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/Floods or you can contact
us by email through FCRMU@gwynedd.llyw.cymru



ORDINARY WATERCOURSE LAND DRAINAGE CONSENTABLE ACTIVITIES

Pipe Culvert (including extension Bridge (abutments restricting Oversized Box Culvert (including Wier/Dam or Impoundment or
and removal of) flow) ar Flume extension and remaoval of) Ternporary Works (e.g. cofferdams) that

| I I Obstruct Flow/Reduce Channel Width

Pipe crossing (in channel) Trash screens Bridge (where soffit level is below
in Channel bank top level)
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LAND DRAINAGE BYLAWS 2019 CONSENTABLE ACTIVITIES

Bank Protection Works Pipe Crossing (above bank) Pratruding Pipe Outfall Outfall within Bank Profile  Bridge (abutrments protruding
but not reducing flow areawidth)
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Storage of Material within
byelaw distance

Bridge with Suppaorts (e.g. piers)

Pipe Crossing (below bed) Clear Span Bridge Change in Bed Profile Change in Bank Profile

Mae gwybodaeth bellach am y broses ymgeisio gan gynnwys copi o'r polisi Is-ddeddfau Draenio Tir ar gael ar wefan y Cyngor drwy
www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/Llifogydd neu gallwch gysylltu & ni drwy e-bost ar FECRMU@gwynedd.llyw.cymru
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